Inauguration of Dr. John Roscoe Turner by unknown
Volume 35 Issue 2 Article 5 
February 1929 
Inauguration of Dr. John Roscoe Turner 
Follow this and additional works at: https://researchrepository.wvu.edu/wvlr 
 Part of the Higher Education Commons 
Recommended Citation 
Inauguration of Dr. John Roscoe Turner, 35 W. Va. L. Rev. (1929). 
Available at: https://researchrepository.wvu.edu/wvlr/vol35/iss2/5 
This Editorial is brought to you for free and open access by the WVU College of Law at The Research Repository @ 
WVU. It has been accepted for inclusion in West Virginia Law Review by an authorized editor of The Research 
Repository @ WVU. For more information, please contact ian.harmon@mail.wvu.edu. 
West Virginia Law Quarterly
and THE BAR
Published by the Faculty of the College of Law of West Virginia University,
and issued in December, February, April and June of each academic year. Official
publication of The West Virginia Bar Association.
Subscription price to individuals, not members of The West Virginia Bar As-
sociation, $2.00 per year. To those who are members of the Association the price
is $1.50 per and is included In their annual dues. Single copies, 50 cents.
EDITOR-IN-CHARGE
LouiSE FARRELL HARTLEY
FACULTY BOARD OF EDITORS
THURMAN W. ARNOLD THOMAS P. HARDMAN LEO CAILIN
EDmUND C. DICKINSON HAROLD C. HAVIGHUnST JAMES W. SIMON'TON
STUDENT BOARD OF EDITORS
R. PAuL HOLLAND, Ohairman
JOHN D. ALDERSON JAMES D. HOGu JOHN D. PniLuips
HARRIET L. FRENCH KENDALL H. KEENEY BYRON B. RANDOLPH
FLETCHER W. MANN
JULIAN G. HEARNE, JR. W. T. O'FARRELL ANNE S. SLIFRIN
LESTER C. HESS ROSCOE H. PENDLETON CLARA D. WnTTEN
EDITORIALS
INAUGURATION OF DR. JOHN ROSCOE Tunx..'R-Tlhe Inauguration
of President John R. Turner marks a new era in the affairs of
West Virginia University.
This is because President Turner has a new conception of the
possibilities of the University, and its relationship to the state as
a whole. He believes, of course, that it is primarily a place for
the education of the young people of the state but he also sees
another field in which the University can serve. That field is the
development of the resources of the state through the trained
experts and technicians who should be a part of the University
staff. To use his own expression, he believes that the University
should be "geared" to the life of the state. He believes that it
has an opportunity not unlike the opportunity of the research
department of a great corporation.
The conception of the state as a joint enterprise for the develop-
ment of material and cultural resources within its borders is one
which is appealing more and more to the imagination of the Amer-
ican people. This idea did not exist twenty years ago. It is
necessarily vague in its outline but it does contain a concrete
picture of the possibilities which lie before a state government,
and this picture has vitally affected the actual conduct of
state governments. The efforts of states to develop themselves by
advertising, by research, by securing the services of technicians
have been often unsuccessful. Their unsuccess has been due
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largely to the fact that these efforts have not been backed by care-
ful study or by any coordinated plan. State publicity bureaus
and experimental bureaus have lacked continuity, which is a de-
Tect inherent in every political body. Dr. Turner believes that in
a state university, there exists a continuing institution divorced
from the constant upheavals of politics which can furnish the
scholarly and coordinated effort necessary to real accomplishment
along these lines. These ideas have fired the imagination of all
who have listened to Dr. Turner.
It is through the graduate school, of course, that this service
in the State of West Virginia is to be undertaken. It is this
aspect of the graduate school which Dr. Turner particularly
emphasizes.
The inauguration was designed to picture the possibilities im-
plicit in this idea. It was for that reason that each professional
school gave a program designed to show what it could do for
West Virginia and President Turner summed up the whole in his
very able inaugural address. In this number we print the re-
marks of Dean Hutchins of Yale University and Ex-Governor
Cornwell who were the principal speakers on the Law School
Inaugural Program. We believe that they lay down concrete
suggestions as to how Dr. Turner's conception of graduate work
may be realized by the Law School in particular.
Needless to say, the editors of the QuAvrERLY are enthusiastic
over Dr. Turner's attitude toward this kind of work. His new
policy in our opinion not only offers the opportunity of con-
structive service to the state but also will bring the faculty into
closer touch with the actual problems of the law and thereby make
them more efficient and interesting teachers. Congratulations from
the Law School are therefore tendered to Dr. Turner because of
his inspiring conception of the future of West Virginia and his
vigor and courage in attempting to make it a reality.
PROBLEMS OF THE MODERN LAW ScHooL.-We quote in full the
remarks of John J. Cornwell, Ex-Governor of West Virginia, and
new, General Counsel of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, which
he made on the occasion of the Inauguration of President John R.
Turner. We include them among our editorials because they
express so fully the ideas of the editors. Governor Cornwell
spoke as follows:
"I do not know whether I was more flattered than mystified at
finding myself on the program for a brief address after accepting
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